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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Starlink’s license scrutinised 
for alleged misrepresentation

RANTAU TLALI MAKHETHA

MASERU - Rights body, 
Advocates for the Supremacy 
of the Constitution, popularly 

known as SECTION 2, should go 
to court if it feels aggrieved by the 
Lesotho Communications Authority 
(LCA) decision to approve licensing for 
American billionaire Elon Musk’s Starlink.

Last week the LCA approved Starlink’s 
10-year operating license against 
opposition from different stakeholders, 
including SECTION 2 and Vodacom 
Lesotho.

The authority’s Chief Licencing and 
Compliance Officer, Advocate Thato 
Ponya, told Metro that SECTION 2 was 
clawing at straws; instead, “they shouldn’t 
say it publicly, but they must argue in 
court.”

“What they are saying, according to 
me, is their reason doesn’t hold water; 
Starlink applied for a license in April last 
year.

“When they applied for registration, 
they said their offices were located at 
Industrial Area… Therefore, since they 
are not there, I should use that as a basis 
to recommend to LCA to cancel the 
license?!,” Ponya quizzed.

He further said only when the LCA 
chief executive has put his signature will 

the company be required to have offices.
“We will require Starlink only after 

they have become our licensee; as we 
speak, they are not ours,” he said.

This comes in the light of a strongly 
worded press statement released by 
SECTION 2 this week, where it asked for 
the retraction of the approval for Musk’s 
company.

“Retract the April 13, 2025, statement 
and revoke the 10-year license granted 
to Starlink Lesotho, as it was issued to a 
non-existent entity. Revise your licensing 
policies to ensure compliance with 
Section 82’s immediate registered office 
requirement, closing the gap exposed by 
your post-approval sublease policy. 

Transparency demands that 
stakeholders, including Econet Telecom 
Lesotho (ETL) and Vodacom Lesotho 
(VCL) and the nation at large, be informed 
of this nullity,” SECTION 2 not in 
strongly worded press statement.

The group further appealed to the 
Directorate on Corruption and Economic 
Offences (DCEO) to investigate 
“misrepresentation as potential fraud, 
given its submission of a false address 
to secure a lucrative license. Lesotho’s 
history of licensing irregularities 
necessitates swift action to deter future 
violations.”

“SECTION 2 asserts that this 

misrepresentation renders Starlink 
Lesotho’s registration and incorporation 
null and void ab initio under the 
Companies Act of 2011, meaning 
no such company legally exists in 
Lesotho. Consequently, the Lesotho 
Communications Authority’s (LCA) 
announcement on April 13, 2025, 
granting Starlink Lesotho a 10-year 
license to operate a satellite network and 

provide internet services, is equally void, 
as the LCA can only license a legally 
incorporated entity.

“The Companies Act of 2011 
establishes clear, non-negotiable 
requirements for corporate registration, 
which Starlink Lesotho has flagrantly 
violated: Fraudulent misrepresentation 
in registration: Section 82(1) mandates 
that “a company shall at all times 
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Leader of MEC, Selibe Mochoboroane

The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng

National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA
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…claims the LCA 
is a captured 
entity emerge

NEO SENOKO

MASERU - Following the approval 
and granting of operating 
licence to tech billionaire 

Elon Musk’s satellite internet services 
company, Starlink to operate in Lesotho by 
the Lesotho Communications Authority 
(LCA), the decision has been met with a 
clear rejection.

Renowned social movement, Section 2 
has labelled the communications authority 
a captured entity. The approval further 
calls into question the independence of the 
LCA and the commitment of government 
to the principles of good governance and 
national sovereignty. 

The satellite company, which is owned 
by the United States president, Donald 
Trump’s close adviser, Elon Musk, has 
been issued with a licence valid for 10 
years. 

“This landmark decision marks a 
significant step forward on the country’s 
digital transformation and underscores 
the Authority’s commitment to enabling 
a competitive, transparent and forward-
looking communications sector that fuels 
economic growth and fosters innovation,” 
LCA said in a statement last week. 

Section 2, however, has expressed 
disappointment in what they describe as a 
deeply concerning development.  

“By proceeding with this decision, 
the LCA has not only disregarded the 
valid objections of local stakeholders but 
has also compromised the integrity and 
credibility of the regulatory process.  It 
raises the specter of a captured regulator, 
one that no longer acts in the best 

interest of Basotho but instead swayed 
by powerful external forces,” Section 2 
president, Kananelo Boloetse, said in an 
interview with Metro this week.

The decision, Boloetse says, comes 
despite Section 2’s well documented 
opposition, echoed by several key 
stakeholders in the communication 
sector, who raised serious and legitimate 
concerns. 

Chief among these was the fact that 
Starlink Lesotho is 100 percent foreign-
owned, a factor that should have weighed 
heavily in a licensing process that ought to 
safeguard national interests and promote 
inclusive local participation.

More alarming, a recent report 
by an American publication revealed 
that Lesotho authorities had given 
prior assurances to the United States 
government that Starlink would be 
licensed by April 15. 

This revelation has exposed a deeply 
troubling lack of transparency and 
suggests that key decisions affecting the 
national communications infrastructure 
may be pre-determined and subject to 
foreign influence. 

“It calls into question the independence 
of the LCA and the commitment of our 
government to the principles of good 
governance and national sovereignty. 
Such actions can only be described 
as betrayal, a shameful sell-out by a 
government that appears increasingly 
willing to place foreign corporate interests 
above the democratic will and long term 
developmental needs of the people of 
Lesotho,” Boloetse said. 

While the company applied for an 

have a registered office in Lesotho.” 
Newsday’s investigation confirms that 
Starlink Lesotho never occupied 20 
Motšoene Road, had no lease agreement, 
and misrepresented this address to the 
One-Stop Business Facilitation Centre 
(OBFC) during incorporation. This 
deliberate falsehood constitutes fraudulent 
misrepresentation, a fundamental breach 
that voids the registration ab initio. In 
legal terms, a registration obtained 
through fraud or material deception is 
invalid from the outset, as it fails to meet 
the Act’s foundational requirement for a 
physical, functioning office,” the advocacy 
organization stated.

It continued: “Section 83(1) further 
requires a physical address for service, 
not a post office box or private bag, for 
document delivery during business hours. 
Starlink’s use of Builder’s City’s address, 
without any presence or authorization, 
violates this provision, reinforcing the 
registration’s invalidity.”

SECTION 2 further argued that as per 
the Company’s Act, Starlink doesn’t have 
an office as required by law; thus, it misled 
LCA.

“As such, there is no “Starlink Lesotho 
(Pty) Ltd” recognized under the Act, 
rendering all subsequent actions, including 
the LCA’s license, legally baseless.

“The LCA’s statement on April 
13, 2025, described the license as a 
“landmark decision” for Lesotho’s digital 
transformation. 

However, the LCA’s own policy, as 
articulated by Public Affairs Manager, 
Mothepane Kotele, requires that license 
applicants be “fully registered with the 
Ministry of Trade” and comply with the 
Companies Act.

“Since Starlink Lesotho’s registration 
is null and void due to misrepresentation, 
it was never a legally incorporated entity 
eligible for licensing. Consequently, the 
LCA’s license is void ab initio, as it lacks a 
valid recipient. 

The LCA’s contradictory policy of 
requiring a sublease agreement only post-
approval further underscores its failure to 
ensure compliance with Section 82, which 
demands an immediate registered office 
upon registration.”

Starlink’s 
license 
scrutinised 
for alleged 
misrepresentation

operating licence in 2024, there is a strong 
believe that government has been forced 
to expedite the process to get favourable 
trade deal, perhaps, better offer than the 
current 50 percent slap.

Lesotho was hit with tariffs of 50 
percent on goods exported to the United 
States, the highest for any single nation on 
Trump’s reciprocal tariffs list. the levies 
however, have been reduced to 10 percent 
for a 90-day reprieve.  

The country is in the process of 
sending a delegation to the United States 
with regard to the reciprocal trade tariffs.

Starlink submitted its application in 
April 2024 and at the time, according to 
the LCA, the company’s existing licensing 
and classification framework required 
enhancement to adequately accommodate 
low-earth orbit satellite technology. 

This realization prompted a 
comprehensive review of the applicable 
regulations and this included period of 
public consultations.

As a result, all stakeholders who 
submitted comments were invited to in-
person engagements, in keeping with the 
Authority’s believe that dialogue enriches 
understanding and ensures that public 
input is meaningfully considered.

The revised regulatory framework 
was gazetted on January 31, paving the 
way for the formal processing of Starlink’s 
application. 

The approval of the operating licence, 
the LCA says, clears the path for it to 
finalise the terms and conditions under 
which Starlink Lesotho will provide 
satellite internet services to individuals 
and businesses across the country. 
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Police retirement row

MOTSAMAI MOKOTJO

MASERU - Minister of Local 
Government, Chieftainship, 
Home Affairs, and Police, 

Lebona Lephema, is yet to inform the 
police top brass about the Lesotho 
Mounted Police Service (LMPS) 
(Administration) (Amendment) 
Regulations of 2025.

The LMPS (Administration) 
(Amendment) Regulations of 2025, 
were gazetted by Lephema on April 11, 
particularly Section 2(a), which amends 
the retirement age from 50 and 55 to 60 
years.

“The Commissioner may have regard 
to the conditions of the Police Service 
and, after consultation with the Police 
Authority, retire a member of the Police 
Service before or after the member 
concerned attains the age of 60 years,” 
Section 2(b) reads.

It is against the amendment that 
Commissioner of Police (Compol) Borotho 
Matsoso told Metro that they haven’t been 
informed about the changes envisioned in 
the piece of legislation.

“We have not yet received them; 
maybe the minister will call us after 
Easter,” Matsoso said, adding that they 
don’t know what impact they will have 

during the course of their work.
The Lesotho Police Staff Association 

(LEPOSA) has expressed ignorance about 
the gazette, saying they are waiting for an 
official legal instrument.

LEPOSA Secretary General, 
‘Makatleho Mphetho, informed Metro 
this week she went to Commissioner 
Matsoso’s office to make inquiries about 
the law.

“I wanted to verify from the Compol 
whether the document is authentic or not, 
but unfortunately I was not able to meet 
him,” Mphetho said.

This paper spoke to two senior police 
officers from the rank of senior inspector 
and superintendent who confirmed the 
veracity of the regulations.  

 As for the police, their spokesperson, 
Senior Superintendent Mpiti Mopeli, 
referred this paper to Lephema, noting 
that “if they were gazetted by the 
minister, you should ask him.”

After repeated calls and WhatsApp 
messages, Lephema did not answer 
questions sent to him.

Questions the minister did not 
answer: 1) What was the rationale behind 
increasing the age of retirement as per 
the Lesotho Mounted Police Service 
(Administration) (Amendment), 2025? 
2) Against such regulations, what is 

going to happen in the recruitment of new 
police officers? 3) Critics argue that the 
regulations contravene section 18 of the 
Constitution, which addresses the issue 
of protection from discrimination. Were 
you aware of the constitutional mandate? 
and 4) Did you consult the Lesotho Police 
Staff Association (LEPOSA) before 
gazetting the regulations?  

Now the police are heading in the 
same direction, sources within the service 
told this publication.

“This is a serious issue with the 
government failing to address youth 
unemployment; what is the rationale for 
increasing the age of retirement? What 
are these people afraid of when they are 
supposed to head home to create space for 
young people?” a source quizzed.

Another source privy to the workings 
insisted that Lebona is brewing a 
war within the police ranks since the 
promotion policy is outdated and favours 
those close to the top brass.

“I know colleagues who have retired 
without being promoted simply because 
they were not aligned to ruling political 
parties,” he said, adding that it’s crucial to 
depoliticize the police.

“We come from a painful past as 
an institution where we fought with 
management; there’s a need to avoid 

falling into the same trap again with this 
piece of legislation, which lacks logic,” 
the source said.

The paper was told by an independent 
lawyer, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear of reprisal, that if the 
regulations were challenged in court, the 
government would be defeated.

“The regulations go against Section 
18 of the Constitution, which addresses 
discrimination… I don’t see the logic 
behind the law because the Constitutional 
Court would declare the clause on age as 
bias,” the lawyer said.

This comes hot on the heels of the 
controversial Lesotho Defence Force 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, which was 
meant to do the same but was withdrawn 
before the Portfolio Committee on Prime 
Minister’s Ministries, Governance, 
Foreign Relations, and Information 
Cluster after Members of Parliament 
criticized it last week.

The committee observed that since 
the minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Office, Limpho Tau, spoke about “errors…
therefore, (it) resolved it cannot proceed 
to discuss the bill with erroneous 
contents.”

Subsequently, it recommended that 
“the House allow the minister responsible 
to withdraw the bill to allow the technical 
team that was working on the bill to 
review and properly redraft where 
necessary.”

Human rights advocacy group, 
Advocates for the Supremacy of the 
Constitution, popularly known as 
SECTION 2, blasted LDF Amendment 
Regulations for violating Section 18, 
which addresses protection from 
discrimination.

“The government touts this bill as a 
step toward professionalism and global 
alignment, yet its provisions reek of 
arbitrary and unjust discrimination that 
disproportionately punishes lower-ranked 
soldiers.

 Consider the following: Junior 
soldiers face forced retirement as early 
as 48 years, while officers enjoy contract 
extensions up to 62 years, a glaring 
disparity with no rational basis.

Special exemptions coddle medical 
officers, lawyers, and chaplains, 
permitting service until 60 years, while 
other personnel are cast aside earlier 
without operational justification. 

The claim that non-commissioned 
officers require maturity in experience 
is a hollow excuse, selectively applied to 
extend service for elites while denying the 
same to lower ranks.”

“This institutionalized bias, which 
disproportionately burdens soldiers often 
hailing from marginalized communities, 
constitutes discrimination devoid of 
military necessity, a direct assault on 
Section 18,” the rights body wrote in a 
press statement on April 1 this year.

…Minister gazettes police age law without telling the cops
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The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng
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Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA
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LEFF blasts Trump and Musk in fiery 
rebuke of ‘imperialist exploitation’

RANTAU TLALI MAKHETHA

MASERU - Lesotho Economic 
Freedom Fighters (LEFF) has 
condemned American (US) 

president, Donald Trump, for ‘imperialist 
and extractive practices’ intended to 
‘subjugate’ Lesotho.

In a fiery press statement, which 
was released this week, the LFF fired 
on all cylinders, describing the Trump 
administration’s 50 percent tariff hikes on 
products from the country as a deliberate 
distortion of reality on a ‘country nobody 
has ever heard of.’

“We are quite shocked that the US, 
with its entrenched control over the 
global economy and key manufacturing 
industries, a dominance achieved through 
centuries of colonial exploitation and 
deliberate underdevelopment of other 
nations, will one day go after the ‘African 
nation of Lesotho, which nobody has ever 
heard of’,” the LEFF states.

The party indicates further that 
truth of the matter is that US tariffs will 

affect businesses and impact families 
and communities that have built their 
livelihoods through hard work. 

“With all the darkness and uncertainty 
out there, the Lesotho Economic Freedom 
Fighters calls on the current government 
not to follow in the footsteps of the 
previous corrupt, sell-out leaders who 
brought Lesotho into shame for many 
years by negotiating with their stomachs 
for personal accumulation at the expense 
of our sovereignty.”

LEFF charges that Lesotho gets 
ridiculed and disrespected because of 
leaders who negotiate international 
relations matters like beggars. 

“We mustn’t kiss anyone’s butt or 
engage in retaliatory tariff wars that will 
entangle our economy and sovereignty 
deeper into America’s economic 
manipulation. We should expand our trade 
relations with global partners who believe 
in our values and respect our people and 
products. 

Furthermore, these “reciprocal tariffs” 
signal the effective end of the African 

Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) as it 
pertains to Lesotho. This is a wake-up call 
for Basotho to stand together, support our 
own businesses, support African trade, 
and invest in Lesotho businesses while 
continuing to buy and sell more Lesotho 
products.” 

LEFF find this as a silver lining to the 
SADC region and African unity.

The organization further castigated 
Prime Minister Ntsokoane Matekane’s 
administration for granting an operating 
license to billionaire Elon Musk’s Starlink.

Last week the Lesotho 
Communications Authority (LCA) 
approved Starlink’s 10-year operating 
license against opposition from different 
stakeholders, including Vodacom Lesotho 
and the Advocates for the Supremacy 
of the Constitution, popularly known as 
SECTION 2.

Thus “granting racist economic 
hitman Elon Musk a 10-year operating 
license. The decision is exactly what 
happens when a leader negotiates serious 
matters under desperation, with money in 
mind to enrich themselves, their families, 
and their friends. Selling out our data 
sovereignty and privacy to Starlink is 
one good reason why Africa never unites 
and develops because, due to a lack of 
privacy, we keep our enemies one step 
ahead in everything we plan to achieve as 
a continent.”

“The government must not fool us 
with Donald Trump and his friend who 
never knew a country named Lesotho. 
Basotho needs explanation and clarity 
on this deal that is going to cause more 
damage than good. This is the same 
economic hitman Elon Musk who’s 
working tirelessly with his buddy Donald 
Trump, taking advantage of the Ukrainians 
and threatening to cut Ukraine’s access to 
Starlink internet service over minerals.”

LEFF says they cannot trust a heartless 
imperialist who intends to take our 

Lesotho telecommunications industry, 
divide Africa, and destroy Lesotho 
diplomatic relations with other nations 
with whom we share historic friendships. 
Starlink’s presence in Lesotho is going 
to make our country more dependent on 
former slave

This comes in the light of a strongly 
worded press statement released by 
SECTION 2 last week where it asked for 
the retraction of the approval for Musk’s 
company.

“Retract the April 13, 2025, statement 
and revoke the 10-year license granted 
to Starlink Lesotho, as it was issued to a 
non-existent entity. Revise your licensing 
policies to ensure compliance with 
Section 82’s immediate registered office 
requirement, closing the gap exposed by 
your post-approval sublease policy. 

Transparency demands that 
stakeholders, including Econet Telecom 
Lesotho (ETL) and Vodacom Lesotho 
(VCL) and the nation at large, be informed 
of this nullity,” SECTION 2 notes in its 
strongly worded press statement.

The group further appealed to the 
Directorate on Corruption and Economic 
Offences to investigate “misrepresentation 
as potential fraud, given its submission 
of a false address to secure a lucrative 
license. Lesotho’s history of licensing 
irregularities necessitates swift action to 
deter future violations.”
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Enhancing media coverage of 
Zambian presidential engagements

SADC News

ASWELL K MWALIMU

LUSAKA – The Zambian government 
has set parameters within which the 
media is required to broadcast images 

of President Hakainde Hichilema while 
presiding in official state events.

Government has come to address 
recent media coverage of the Hichilema’s 
recent engagement with the Ambassador 
of Germany and the GET FIT Zambia 
Programme Director at country’s 
statehouse. 

A government statement asserts that 
while they acknowledge the importance of 
transparent reporting, they have observed 
that the visual framing in the news clip 
conveyed an unintended impression of the 
president’s demeanour.

Specifically, the presentation of 
Hichilema as a seemingly fatigued or 
disconnected listener, through camera 
angles and cutaways, regrettably 
detracted from the substantive discussions 
on critical matters such as energy sector 
growth, the Zambian government says.

Government further adds that 
this unintended visual narrative risks 
overshadowing the president’s consistent 
display of positive engagement, 
characterized by warmth, attentive eye 
contact, and a welcoming smile, which 
those present in meetings often witness.

To ensure future media portrayals 
accurately reflect the president’s active 
and engaged participation in such 
important engagements, government 
propose for consideration the optimized 

seating arrangements for the media - 
exploring seating arrangements that 
facilitate a one-frame shot of the president, 
indicating that such shots could provide 
media personnel with a visually balanced 
perspective, similar to the imagery 
captured during initial greetings.

Creative media production has also 
been called for, encouraging media 
personnel to employ diverse and 
contextually appropriate visual techniques 
is crucial. 

“The selection of footage should 
aim to project the president as the 
focused and capable leader he is. It is 
important to ensure that pre-recorded 
cutaways are thoughtfully integrated to 
avoid misrepresenting the president’s 
engagement during specific discussions.

We are confident that by 
collaboratively considering these aspects, 
we can ensure that media coverage 
of future presidential engagements 
effectively convey the intended positive 
message of leadership and engagement, 
aligning with the standards observed in 
other African countries and the world 
stage,” the statement says.

The president’s recent inspiring words, 
“We are back in the Champion’s league,” 
is a timely call for Zambians to reposition 
their minds and elevate the collective 
national thinking to achieve social 
progress and economic advancement, the 
Zambian government continues, adding 
that this profound call resonates deeply 
with the aspirations of the country best 
known through the national motto of “One 

Zambia One Nation.” 
This vision underscores the 

importance of fostering a positive and 
forward-looking national consciousness.

Furthermore, the sentiments 
expressed by the Vice President regarding 
the esteemed character of the Head of 
State as a “spotless-white-shirt” highlight 
the qualities of leadership that inspire 
confidence and unity. 

“Unless we consider the strategic 
importance of effectively communicating 
the activities and achievements of the 
President of the Republic of Zambia on 
both the national and international stage, 
we risk losing the battle to misinformation 
and disinformation.

In this context, we believe that 
enhancing media coverage of presidential 
engagements presents a valuable 
opportunity. 

Increased visibility will not only 
spotlight the tangible progress achieved 
under the current administration, such as 
the significant success in restructuring 
Zambia’s global debt, but will also serve 
to elevate the president’s image and 
showcase the leadership he brings to our 
nation. 

It is important to bridge the gap 
between these accomplishments and 
public perception, particularly in an era 
where misinformation can easily take 
root.”

Drawing lessons from the global 
arena, the government further observes 
that nations like China and the United 
States of America strategically employ 

media to project their leaders as figures of 
international standing. 

Similarly, within Africa, countries 
such as Egypt and Rwanda recognize the 
intrinsic link between a positive image 
of their leadership and the cultivation of a 
constructive national mindset conducive to 
development.

For Zambia, her distinguished history 
as a beacon of peace in Africa since 1964, 
and its progressive democratic trajectory 
since 1991 stands out! We have to keep 
building upon the legacies of successive 
Presidents – from the founding father, the 
late Dr Kenneth Kaunda, to the current 
Head of State, His Excellency President 
Hakainde Hichilema – underscores the 
enduring importance of leadership.” 

The media plays a crucial role in 
reflecting this legacy and in fostering 
a deeper understanding of the ongoing 
efforts to build a prosperous and unified 
Zambia. 

This responsibility extends to 
providing balanced coverage of both 
current and former leaders, acknowledging 
their respective contributions to our 
nation’s journey.

Therefore, it proposes a concerted 
effort to enhance media engagement 
surrounding presidential activities. 

“This strategic approach will serve to 
amplify national achievements, strengthen 
public understanding, and project a 
positive image of Zambia’s leadership 
both at home and abroad, ultimately 
contributing to a more informed and 
engaged citizenry.” 
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MEC supporters at Leshoboro Stadium in Mafeteng

Leader of MEC, Selibe Mochoboroane

The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng

National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA
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Alliance launches to advance 
African-led health research, 
development and innovation
KIGALI, Rwanda - The African 

Health Research, Innovation and 
Development Alliance (AHRIDA), 

a trailblazing pan-African movement for 
advocacy in health research, development 
and innovation (RD&I) has been launched 
during the Africa Health Agenda 
International Conference (AHAIC). 

For over a decade, African regional 
coalitions have been advocating for 
sustainable RD&I for health; policy change 
to support innovation and equitable 
access to health solutions; an enabling 
environment for RD&I and access to 
lifesaving health technologies in Africa. 

The launch of AHRIDA as an umbrella 
body brings together advocacy efforts 
to champion African-led health RD&I 
as a significant economic driver on the 
continent. Building on the successes of 
existing advocacy efforts, the alliance 
will elevate the immense potential of 
Africa’s human capital, infrastructural 
and institutional capacity to contribute to 
advancements in global health.

This strategic advocacy alliance 
leverages the expertise of the Coalition 
for Health Research and Development 
(CHReaD) in Kenya, the South African 
Health Technologies Advocacy Coalition 
(SAHTAC), and Speak Up Africa from 
Senegal to catalyze African-led RD&I as 
a driver for knowledge-based economies 
that will drive Africa’s prosperity. 

The launch comes at a critical time 
when the global health RD&I funding 

landscape is experiencing a significant 
shift in priorities with changing political 
tides, including recent government 
transitions in the US. 

Currently, sub-Saharan Africa imports 
90 percent of its medicines and 99 percent 
of its vaccines, leaving it vulnerable to 
disruptions in the supply chain occasioned 
by catastrophic events like the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

AHRIDA’s vision is to transform 
this landscape by driving increased 
domestic and international investment in 
research, while promoting the strategic 
exploitation of Africa’s robust resources 
and biodiversity and the uptake of African-
developed health solutions.

Caroline Mbindyo, Chief Innovations 
Officer at Amref Health Africa said: “ 
AHRIDA presents a huge opportunity for a 
more coordinated effort, aimed at ensuring 
an Africa-led and owned health research, 
development and innovation agenda. It 
will bring together and collaborate with 
experts in the field, including like-minded 
organizations, the private and public 
sectors, research and academia, to make 
this happen.  

By investing in African-led health 
research and innovation, we’re not 
just addressing our immediate health 
challenges; we’re building the foundation 
for knowledge-based economies that will 
drive Africa’s future prosperity.” 

The alliance will focus on providing 
expert analysis and generating evidence 

to enhance the understanding of Africa’s 
HRD&I landscape among governments, 
funding agencies, and research 
organizations. 

By advocating for a well-functioning 

and integrated regulatory system for 
medical products, AHRIDA will support 
the growth of resilient national health 
systems and foster a knowledge economy 
in African countries.
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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EDITOR'S NOTE

UNDP and Econet Telecom Lesotho empower 
local women entrepreneurs 
Local entrepreneurs have over the years been 
experiencing major challenges, struggling to make 
ends meet, particularly during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

While the entire sector is failing to make a 
significant impact in the local economy, women 
entrepreneurs are particularly the most vulnerable 
and underperforming. 

Access to finance is one of the biggest challenges 
they usually encounter, at some point leading to the 
ultimate collapse of their businesses. Other women 
fail to even transform their ideas into reality 
because of absence of funds and other necessities. 

In essence, it means women entrepreneurs really 
need more support from different stakeholders 
to ensure progress. Thanks to organisations such 
as the UNDP and Standard Lesotho Bank, which 
are currently putting women at the forefront and 
assisting them to build their businesses. 

Just this week, the UNDP decided to join hands 

with Econet Telecom Lesotho to among others, 
uplift women entrepreneurs towards realising their 
dreams. 

For instance, under the initiative known as “Her 
Empire” the UNDP enrolled 18 women who lead their 
own enterprises in different sectors. This is the first 
cohort of women-led enterprises being enrolled in 
this initiative, which was launched in May. 

The main objective of the initiative is to ensure 
that women-led enterprises improve their business 
capacities, transforming into iconic business 
frameworks pioneered by women and are able to 
compete at the highest level of service provision 
including participation in public and private 
procurement processes. 

Initiatives of this nature should indeed be 
applauded because they will certainly unleash 
the potential of women entrepreneurs which 
unfortunately has been overlooked for many years. 

Women entrepreneurs in Lesotho should 

be in a position to play a spirited role towards 
development, however, as it stands, their businesses 
are faced with many challenges such as lack of 
capital, access to markets among others. This 
perhaps is because the government has failed and 
continues to undermine the power of women in 
business, hence, no word, apart from the private 
sector, is being said by the state about developing 
the sector.  

Further applause should be directed towards 
Standard Lesotho Bank through its women 
empowerment programmes that are aimed towards 
women empowerment. The bank has in recent 
years fully been acknowledging women in business 
and making sure that they thrive. 

Such actions should be sending strong messages 
to other relevant stakeholders to be more willing 
to support women entrepreneurs. Only then shall 
we see the required improvement in the country’s 
economy coupled with reduced unemployment.

Women’s Month may be over, but the demand 
for economic equality is an ongoing struggle

We live in a country where 42% of households are headed by 
women. A female-headed household refers to a situation where a 
woman is in charge of managing a family as a result of the father 
of children living in a household either having disappeared, 
divorced or separated from the mother of his children, emigrated 
or died. 

Currently, South African recipients of the Child Support 
Grant (90% of whom are women) share that money in 
households because there are no social security grants available 
to working-age adults who are unable to find work.

During the Covid-19 lockdown periods, the government 
introduced the R350 Social Relief of Distress grant (SRD) that 
was payable to poor working-age people. For many people, the 
SRD grant became a lifeline, but some people in government 
object to the SRD grant saying it is a waste of limited state 
resources.

Those same government officials who took issue with the 
SRD grant are reluctant about supporting a proposed Universal 
Basic Income Grant (Ubig), which has been on the table for 
discussion for a while now. This is an argument for how women 
could be empowered through a Ubig.

The proposed Ubig would be a government programme 
through which every South African adult citizen receives a set 
amount of money regularly. How much each person receives 
under a Ubig plan depends on a number of factors such as Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), inflation, and employment income. 

Other countries, including Canada, are discussing the 
implementation of a Ubig too. More than half of all South 
Africans live below the upper bound poverty line and 25% of the 

population live in starvation.
Women are more vulnerable than men because of 

higher poverty rates and fewer job opportunities and this 
is felt particularly for female-headed households where 
intergenerational poverty transmission or self-reproducing 
poverty happens. Executive Director of Social Policy Initiative 
(SPI) Isobel Frye argues that poverty burdens women more, and 
black African women, in particular, suffer the most, given the 
intersectional dynamics of race, class and gender. And of course, 
we have a high incidence of absent fathers, in South Africa.

According to Frye, “women are registered as caregivers 
for over 90% of recipients of the Child Support Grant, and yet 
10.5 million women are Neets (Not in Employment, Education 
or Training) compared to 8.5 million men — 6.5 million women 
applied for the SRD grant in February 2022 compared to 4.8 
million men. Caregiving prevents many women from being able 
to find paid work, as they cannot leave their dependents alone, 
and care work is not compensated”.

Frye argues that a universal basic income grant “would 

enable women to have more control over their lives with a little 
bit more income. It also would delink income from caregiving, 
recognising women’s rights separately from being caregivers 
which is important to do as part of a permanent contestation of 
patriarchal norms”.

In addition, anecdotal evidence collected by SPI identified 
how fathers feel more able to be with their children when they 
can bring some of their R350 to these visits. This promotes 
responsible parenting and children’s sense of identity.

Furthermore, a Ubig could assist self-starting 
entrepreneurial women, including street traders, by providing 
them with venture capital and support they need to build their 
businesses. In South Africa, street traders are primarily women. 
In this sense, a Ubig would provide women (especially those 
heading households) with financial security to be able to reach 
their full potential. A robust women’s entrepreneurship sector 
has the potential to change the fabric of South African society as 
we know it.

Canadian health economist with expertise in the feasibility 
of basic income Evelyn Forget argues that “[basic income] is 
a promise that no matter what happens in your life, no matter 
what happens to the economy or to society, everyone will have 
access with enough money to live a dignified life”.  A Ubig is 
primarily about dignity, and the possibility of it happening in 
our country largely rests on political will.

Just because August, “Women’s Month” is over does not 
mean the struggles of women are over; they are far away from 
reaching the dream of equality, and the Ubig can go a small way 
towards realising this. - DM
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OPINION

A universal basic income grant would provide women, especially those heading households, 
with financial security to be able to reach their full potential. A robust women’s entrepreneurship 
sector has the potential to change the fabric of South African society as we know it

Banana Kingdom Blues: When 
leaders pray while jobs disappear
MOTSAMAI MOKOTJO 

“There are only two forces in the world, 
the sword and the spirit… In the long run, 
the sword will always be conquered by the 
spirit,” Napoleon Bonaparte said. Such a 
statement comes after the United States 
president, Donald Trump, imposed a 50 
percent tariff hike on products from our 
banana kingdom.

Trump suspended the tariffs for 90 
days and reduced them to 10 percent, 
which is still huge, with the potential of 
destroying close to 40 000 jobs in the 
textile factories.  

I was informed by two people with 
intimate knowledge that Prime Minister 
Ntsokoane Matekane refused to meet 
lobbyists a couple of weeks ago.

“I had brought the lobbyists to assist us 
in convincing the Trump administration 
to listen to our pleas as a country, but our 
prime minister was too busy to give an 
audience to the guy,” the source indicated.

Another said, “Why can’t they include 
the Taiwanese lobbyists in Washington to 
help us since their factories are located in 
Lesotho?

“South Africans failed dismally in 
Washington; they didn’t even meet any 
official at the State Department. What 
makes our government think they will get 
an audience with members of the Trump 
government?”

I was thinking about our strategy 
going towards America to negotiate a 
tariff reprieve for us. Minister of Trade, 
Mokhethi Shelile, Foreign Affairs Minister 
Lejone Mpotjoane, and Finance Minister 
Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane don’t inspire 
confidence.

Having said that, why does the 
government not explore other markets? 
They have been sleeping on the job, 
thinking that America is the only market 
when there are plenty of opportunities 
when duty-free products are allowed.  

In 2021, Lesotho ratified the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 
and has been offered duty-free access to 
the European Union’s (EU) Everything but 
Arms (EBA), but this country is a ship 
without a captain.

Our executive is fixated on the African 
Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA), 
which has been rendered dead since the 
imposition of tariffs by Trump.

It’s such a mentality that our leaders 
fail to creatively come up with solutions; 
all they do is pray - that’s their mantra.

When has such an act helped Africans 
trade amongst each other? Lazy thinking 
and failing to implement are diseases that 
have afflicted our leaders.

Next week a delegation made 
up of South African president, Cyril 
Ramaphosa, will meet with the Matekane 
administration to discuss how they will 

tackle the issue of hikes, amongst other 
matters. I wonder what the meeting will 
achieve since the US doesn’t want anything 
to do with Pretoria.

Minister of Labour and Employment, 
Tšeliso Mohosi, refused to tell me about 
strategies they intend to employ.

What Mokhosi wanted to say was, 
“We have no strategy because we are just 
enjoying the perks of being ministers.

Qu’ils mangent de la brioche” (Let 
them eat), that’s our motto.”

 This country is a crime scene where 
40 000 jobs are at risk because it lacks 
leadership, which the government and 
the Lesotho Defence Force think they can 
remedy via that ridiculous and elitist boot 
camp, which costs M2 500 per head.

“If the politics are not right, nothing 

else will work,” said a brother of mine 
recently. The Lesotho Textile Exporters 
Association (LTEA) needs to be assured, 
not with words, that factories will continue 
to operate.

“The politician should not ignore 
the fact that the future remains a closed 
book so long as the consciousness of the 
people remains imperfect, elementary, and 
cloudy. We African politicians must have 
very clear ideas on the situation of our 
people. But this clarity of ideas must be 
profoundly dialectical.

The awakening of the whole people 
will not come about all at once; the people’s 
work in the building of the nation will not 
immediately take on its full dimensions: 
first, because the means of communication 
and transmission are only beginning 
to be developed. Second, because the 
yardstick of time must no longer be that 
of the moment or up till the next harvest 
but must become that of the rest of the 
world; and lastly, because the spirit of 
discouragement, which has been deeply 
rooted in people’s minds by colonial 
domination, is still very near the surface.”

“But we must not overlook the fact that 
victory over those weaknesses that are 
the heritage of the material and spiritual 
domination of the country by another is a 
necessity from which no government will 
be able to escape,” Frantz Fanon wrote in 
The Wretched of the Earth.

It would be wise for our business 
barons cum government ministers to be 
warned and stop playing with ordinary 
folks lives.

Oh yes, I always listen to some Fela 
Kuti while writing such opinion pieces.

Trump’s protectionism disrupted trade, 
but Africa answered with the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), a 
bold new path to integration.

From Washington’s trade war to Africa’s 
trade revolution

When former US president, Donald 
Trump, launched his global tariff crusade 
in 2018, it was meant to protect American 
jobs, industries and strategic interests. But 
far from the corridors of Washington, it sent 
shockwaves across developing economies 
including Africa which though not a primary 
target, became collateral damage in the 
unfolding trade war.

Trump’s tariffs beginning with China and 
expanding to Europe, Canada and Mexico 
created uncertainty across global markets. 
African nations deeply tied to these external 
economies through raw material exports 
and fragile manufacturing supply chains, 
saw reduced demand, disrupted trade flows 
and a dangerous overdependence on volatile 
foreign markets.

According to the African Development 
Bank, Africa lost over $7 billion in potential 

trade opportunities between 2018 and 
2020 due to global tariff tensions, yet this 
disruption sparked a continental awakening.

The AfCFTA Emerges: Africa charts 
its own course.Out of the ashes of global 
instability rose Africa’s boldest economic 
integration effort: AfCFTA, officially 
launched in 2021, is now the world’s largest 
free trade bloc by number of participating 
countries, 55 nations, 1.4 billion people and a 
combined GDP exceeding $3.4 trillion.

Its mission? Reduce reliance on external 
markets, foster intra-African trade and 
unlock the continent’s industrial and 
economic potential. The goal is clear: grow 
intra-African trade from a meager 18 percent 
(as of 2019) to over 50 percent by 2030.

Real results: Rwanda’s textile industry 
as a case study When Rwanda resisted the 
influx of secondhand clothing and lost its 
AGOA (African Growth and Opportunity 
Act) benefits under Trump, many predicted 
economic fallout. Instead, the country 
pivoted using AfCFTA to access regional 
markets, boost local production and attract 
investment.

Between 2020 and 2023, Rwanda’s 
textile sector grew by 37 percent, driven 
by firms like Utexrwa and supported by 
regional trade facilitation frameworks. The 
East African Business Council called it “a 
model for trade resilience.”

Challenges: The Roadblocks to 
Integration

AfCFTA’s promise is vast but so are the 
challenges.

- Infrastructure Deficit: Africa 
requires $130–$170 billion annually to 
bridge gaps in transport, energy and 
logistics (AUDA-NEPAD). 
- Customs and Bureaucracy: Cross-
border delays and regulatory fragmentation 
continue to frustrate trade flows.

- Uneven Political Will: While leaders 
in Ghana, Kenya and South Africa have 
accelerated AfCFTA implementation, others 
lag in ratifying key protocols.

- Inclusivity Gap: Women, youth and 
informal traders, the backbone of African 
commerce must be integrated meaningfully 
into AfCFTA benefits. The private sector’s 
role: From passive to proactive.AfCFTA 

is not just a government project, it’s a 
business imperative. Companies must begin 
thinking regionally, not just nationally. 
From Ethiopia’s electric vehicle startups to 
Nigeria’s booming digital services exports, 
innovation is lighting the path forward.

Civil society and business coalition’s 
including the Civil Society Coalition for 
AfCFTA are now pushing for accountability, 
transparency and broader participation in 
shaping the AfCFTA’s evolution.

Conclusion: Africa’s moment is now
What began as a US led trade war has 

ironically become the catalyst for Africa’s 
most unified economic leap forward? 
AfCFTA is more than a trade deal, it is 
the continent’s clearest path to resilience, 
industrialization and shared prosperity.

In a world of rising protectionism and 
trade weaponization, Africa is writing a new 
story, one built on collaboration, commerce 
and continental courage. Sourced from 
the African Union, World Bank, African 
Development Bank, Brookings Institution, 
AUDA-NEPAD, East African Business 
Council

Trade wars, continental wins: How Trump’s tariffs ignited Africa’s biggest economic shift
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MEC supporters at Leshoboro Stadium in Mafeteng

Leader of MEC, Selibe Mochoboroane

The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng

National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA

The Makhaleng 
dam will also be 

used for irrigation 
purposes so that the 

community could 
help fight hunger 

well-prepared. “On 
another issue, our 

egg circles that have 
not been operational 

in the district for 
quite a long time 

must be resuscitated
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KHASANE RAMOLEFE

This is possibly the 
most counterintuitive 
question, but could US 

president, Donald Trump, be the 
best thing to happen to Lesotho? 
My own answer would be an 
unequivocally, yes! 

He has been an 
unprecedented boon for the name 
of Lesotho; following Wade Maya 
and his exploits on FaceBook, 
Trump has been the best 
cheerleader for Lesotho.

This will not hold water 
within many circles that look at 
the possibility of AGOA coming 
to an end in September, and the 
tariffs that he has imposed. But is 
this a weakness for us; or this an 
opportunity for Lesotho to take a 
serious look at her economy? 

Do we really have a clear 
view of our international trade? 
What are the real numbers?

What has gone wrong with 
MAGA? MAGA 1.0 was about 
bringing jobs back to America, 
and this was moderately 
successful. In 2.0 it’s not just 
jobs, it’s the trade imbalance that 
heads the agenda.

And it is herein that Lesotho 
has an opportunity. We have 
an opportunity to reset our 
economy. Just as Trump is using 
his tariffs to attempt a reset, we 
should use this tariffs period to 
reset our own economy. But how 
would we do that?

To me the most deafening 
silence has been from the 
economists at the Lesotho 
National Development 
Corporation (LNDC); why 
have they said nothing? The 
LNDC is the sharp point of our 
national investments spear, 
and it has been quiet. The 
silence is because they do not 
have an economics desk worth 
mentioning.

When Ntate Mokoaleli was 
the acting CEO of LNDC, I told 
him that the LNDC was a blight 
on any person or organisation 
that was in property/facilities 
management. All they are is a 
glorified landlord. The reset has 
to start with LNDC. It needs a 
strong economics desk, manned 
by people who publish at least 
two (2) research papers per year. 

One, on the growth trajectory 
for the present year; another on 
the achievements of the year, 
and the possible growth for the 
coming year. These would be the 
bare minimum; many others can, 
and should be published.

The relationship this desk 
would have with the economics 

department of the National 
University of Lesotho will be key. 
In fact, LNDC should sponsor the 
dean of the school of economics 
at the NUL. If this is not possible, 
due to NUL not LNDC, then LNDC 
should sponsor a chair. 

But, in any scenario, LNDC 
must sponsor the economics 
department at NUL. Where, and 
how else will we get a crop of 
economists to drive our economy 
if not through this route? It will 
be long, it will be painful, but it 
must be done.

The government, through the 
Bureau of statistics, will be a net 
beneficiary. The Central Bank 
of Lesotho will also benefit, at 
least with first-degree graduates. 
The government, CBL and the 
banks will then have to put in 
place mechanisms to train the 
graduates further, including 
placement at international 
institutions (banks across Africa 
being a key focus), and schools. 

The future of our economy 
will depend on a cadreship of the 
highest order, for our economic 
failures are based on not having 
these in place. 

This would then mean that 
the National Planning Board, a 
constitutional requirement to 
any government, would have to 
be made operational; and find a 
large body of national knowledge 
from within which the national 
economic framework/plans are 
built. These persons need not be 
in, or on, the board, but they will 
be the think tanks that make the 
board, and our market economy 
work.    

How has our economy 
failed, and possibly why?

In this tariffs era, we have 
been found wanting. We have 
not been able to make a succinct 
response to the tariffs. Do we 
indeed sell that much to the US? 
Do we indeed buy only that much 
of US products?

The truth, without even 
studying economics, is that that 
is not a true reflection of our 
trade. Most of the jeans produced 
here do not end up in the US. 
They are shipped to the various 
markets that the brand operates 
in, without going through the US. 

The goods are paid for by 
the US company, from the US, 
Lesotho gets none of the money 
that the goods are bought for 
in the various markets. A good 
economics desk at LNDC would 
have been able to point this out. 
This would narrow the trade 
deficit with the US, and reduced 
the tariffs charged to Lesotho.

Our economy is a victim of 
the largess of the US. They gave 
us AGOA, and now we are being 
punished for it. And what about 
the tariffs and goods produced 
under AGOA? 

What we have been told is 
that these are blanket tariffs; 
but does that ‘blanket’ include 
AGOA? This is what LNDC 
should be telling us; do these 
tariffs include AGOA? This is 
where the economics desk would 
once again come in.

We have no wide body of 
knowledge on our economy, 
our economic outlook, our 
economic direction. We have no 
planning board. Our economy is 
rudderless. The boat is filled with 
factory shells.

The unfortunate thing about 
my suggestion is that it requires 
patriotism. The Lesotho Defence 
Force has started what they call 
the boot camp. Its aim I hear is 
to instill patriotism in our youth. 
And that is what we need. That is 
all we need. A sense of patriotic 
duty. And with righteous 
indignation, have a sense of 
patriotism.

This is a nation that fought 
and won its own independence in 
1881. Independence from being 
ruled by the government in the 

Cape, and rule from Whitehall, 
London. A nation that fought to 
keep its own land; fought to allow 
free men, the men of Basutoland, 
to bear arms. 

This similarity with that of 
America cannot be lost.

We are a nation that, with a 
population of barely 400 000, 
bought two Spitfire fighter plane 
squadrons in WWII; which were 
pivotal in the ‘’Battle of Britain’’. 
We sent men to fight in that war. 
We have the highest number of 
sea fatalities, in the sinking of the 
Erinpura, of any African nation. 

Bravely went on to be the 
only black Africans carrying 
guns in the Italian Alps, and on 
to Germany. Imagine, a black 
African shooting at a European 
in the 1940’s; and not being 
charged.

Today what are we? Who are 
we? Where are we? Are we still 
recognisable? Does anyone care; 
internationally and locally?

Today we have become a 
nation of vassals. We fight for 
recognition from our foreign 
masters, without the ability to 
account for ourselves. We cannot 
account for our economic success 
and the punishment that has 
followed it. 

We have reached that point 
made by Ntate Moleleki, where; 
we finish what is in the kitty, 
then look up to them to add more. 
We are now an Oliver Twist; may 
I have some more? 

What would patriotism 
look like? Are the writing/s of a 
friend of mine, who took a look 
at the US trade with Lesotho and 
found some surprising numbers, 
possibly the best in the current 
situation?

He took the US imports of 
$237m per annum from Lesotho; 
found that they equal $0.70 per 
person in the US. 

Lesotho imports of $2.8m 
from the US; he found that 

they equal $1.27 per person in 
Lesotho. So per person there is 
a trade imbalance. He found that 
when the figures are ‘’Adjusted 
for income, Lesotho gives 140x 
more of its GDP per capita to the 
U.S. than the other way around’’

He then says: ‘’And what 
do we get when we succeed at 
trade? Tariffs’’. 

He continues, ‘’If every 
American matched a Mosotho’s 
$1.27 (in purchasing Lesotho 
goods) Lesotho would gain over 
$419m/year-a game-changer 
for jobs, health, and education’’. 
His conclusion is; ‘’We need fair 
trade’’.

But it is in his ‘’invisible 
flows’’ that my friend shows 
his superior understanding of 
the problem at hand. That the 
numbers are wrong. He states 
that: ‘’ we pay US firms for 
software licenses, platforms, 
and transaction fees- millions in 
annual digital rent.’. 

We also ‘’run on US tech, 
EMV payment systems, cloud 
platforms, operating systems, 
and search engines.

This man is not an economist. 
He is basically an electrician. But 
more than that, he is a patriot. He 
has simplified the numbers. To 
our national advantage.

His conclusion is on trade. 
Mine is, we need better educated, 
more patriotic citizens. Everyone 
studying economics, everyone 
working for LNDC, for the BoS, 
the CBL, our banks must read 
Elizabeth A Eldridge’s A South 
African Kingdom: The pursuit of 
security in nineteenth-century 
Lesotho. 

It details our economic 
prosperity. Our economic 
sovereignty. Things that we 
have lost. Through these tariffs, 
we have a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to regain them.

I am not sure if Trump has 
ever read these words:

Ours is a chance today to 
change America and, by our 
example, to help America change 
the world. Richard B Nixon,

25th April 1968.
As a country, we need to 

read them; understand them. Put 
them to good national use. This 
is not an existential crisis, it is an 
opportunity. An opportunity at a 
national level we cannot miss. 

This is important for our 
future and for that of our children. 
The US president has stated that 
countries are ‘’kissing his ass’’ to 
do a deal. 

We must do the math. We 
must have the numbers. With 
those, we can have the righteous 
indignation of our sovereignty, 
and our patriotism to show him 
that it is his numbers that are 
wrong. 

That he has the ‘’wrong 
facts’’. We shall have the 
superiority in, and of our data, 
our number to seek a new deal. 

Leave his arse alone. Deal 
with his mind! Deal only in 
numbers. We will get a great 
deal.

How has our economy 
failed, and possibly why?
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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COMMODITIES

AGRICULTURE  (Rates in Maloti/Rands)

Maize Meal p/kg M7.00

Wheat Meal p/kg M10.00

Cabbage p/kg M14.00

Potatoes p/kg M10.50

Brown Bread p/loaf M10.00

White Bread p/loaf M11.00

Soghum Meal p/kg M25.00

Brown Beans p/kg M30.00

Tomato p/kg M15.00

Eggs p/tray M45.00

Milk (fresh) p/litre M16.00

Milk (sour) p/litre M20.00

Rice p/kg M30.00

White Sugar p/kg M22.00

Brown Sugar p/kg M25.00

Beef  p/kg M85.00

Mutton p/kg M90.00

STOCKS

S&P500 3,976.63

NASDAQ100 12,132.28

Nikkei225 27,924.82

Dow Jones30 31,692.93

FTSE 100 7,183.88

JSE 67,729.53

Hang Seng 19,532.17

PRECIOUS METALS 

Gold p/ounce 1,678.65

Platinum p/ounce 815.00

Silver p/ounce 18.05

Copper p/ounce 0.22

Brent Oil p/barrel 93.71

EQUITIES 

Bonds 18.44

Treasury Bills 3.67

Interest Rates 91

ENERGY (Rates in Maloti/Rands)

BUSINESS

CURRENCIES

Loti/SDR Special Drawing Right (SDR) 22.04

Loti/Dollar United States (US$) 17.35

Loti/Rands South African (ZAR) 1.00

Loti/Euro European Union (€) 17.89

Loti/Yuan Chinese (¥) 2.43

Loti/Yen Japanese (¥) 0.12

Loti/Pound Sterling British (£) 19.93

(How Lesotho’s Loti fared against 
world major currencies this week)
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UNDP, Econet seal 
partnership to assist 
women entrepreneurs

Petrol Unleaded 93 p/litre M22.20
             Unleaded 95 p/litre M22.65

Diesel 50PPm p/litre M23.20
             
Paraffin p/litre M17.80

Water (Domestic) p/litre M5.53
Water (Industrial) p/litre M15.03
Electricity (Domestic) p/unit M1.38
Electricity (Industrial) p/unit M0.26
Gas p/kg M20.00

(Rates in US Dollars)

Standard Lesotho Bank

SLB offers financial 
solutions to local SMMEs 
NEO SENOKO                 
business@maserumetro.com

MASERU - In a bid to overcome 
challenges regarding access to finance 
for local Small, Micro and Medium 
Enterprises (SMMEs), Standard 
Lesotho Bank has introduced a 
number of solutions to make it easy 
for businesses to grow and realise 
their dreams.

Through enterprise banking, 
which is a division of the bank that 
services SMMEs, the bank has 
continued to expand its footprint 
through making Basotho’s dreams a 
reality. 

The new Customer Value 
Proposition for enterprise banking 
provides Basotho businesses with 
pre-scored lending that provide 
SMMEs faster access to finance and 
cover those pressing needs required 
that keep businesses running.

These include working capital 
loans, order finance loans, overdrafts, 
vehicles, and asset finance loans that 
enable Basotho to purchase stock, 
machinery, trucks, and property to 
grow their businesses. 

“As an example, our new order 
financing solution no longer requires 
financial statements and security, 
this new development makes it easier 
for Basotho businesses to get access 
to finance that it also quicker to 
process. These products help ease the 
lives of SMMEs owners by offering 
convenient, affordable, and reliable 
services to boost their businesses,” 
Standard Lesotho Bank said this 
week.

The new enterprise banking 
proposition further aligns with 

measures to keep businesses afloat. 
Among some of the COVID-19 

reliefs was a debt relief package for 
businesses and individuals worth over 
M624 million to account holders with 
existing loans with the bank. 

Additionally, in December 
2020, the Bank awarded 10 winners 
recapitalisation finance to the 
value of M600 000 through the 
Entrepreneurs Support Competition, 
with the goal to still further support 
businesses that were enduring the 
COVID-19 impact.

Enterprise banking solutions 
place the power at the fingertips of 
businesses with accessible and fast 
self-service banking services that 
allow them to pay suppliers and 
employees from the comfort of their 
own businesses. That way, business 
owners are able to spend more time 
focusing on growing their businesses.

“The challenges of the past years 
have led the bank to refocus and 
strengthen how it communicates 
to the wider Basotho community. 
Through the enterprise campaign, the 
bank aims to equip business owners 
across Lesotho with technical and 
business support to help them in 
rebuilding their establishments. 

Essentially, the campaign aims 
to be a real-time case study providing 
insights on how businesses react 
to changing conditions and how 
Standard Lesotho Bank holds their 
hand at every step of the way. 

“We believe that all dreams are 
possible, no matter how big or scary. 
Even when they tell you that you can’t, 
we believe you can. So, trust us to get 
you there and be by your side when 
you build and manage your business,” 
said Standard Lesotho Bank Head of 
Business and Commercial Banking, 
Keketso Makara. 

Makara added that these 
interventions are a clear 
demonstration that the bank has 
the interest of Basotho businesses 
at heart at the time of hardship, but 
now that the economy is returning 
to normalcy, the focus is to grow 
Basotho and revive the economy.

Standard Lesotho Bank’s far-reaching 
pledge to respond meaningfully to the 
massive unrest that has been suffered 
by small businesses and help them 
as they try to recuperate post the 
COVID-19 crisis and beyond. 

Enterprise banking offers 
SMMEs a variety of options to access 
banking and financial services 
with convenience, reliability, and 
affordability.

By constantly reimagining 
its commitment with SMMEs and 
altering its operations to be agile, 
the bank is moving away from a 
transactional relationship towards one 
that is more transparent, lasting, and 
dependable. 

Essentially, Standard Lesotho 
bank has and continues to position 
itself as a trusted partner for Basotho 
SMEs.

COVID-19 set several businesses 
back, while some sadly closed 
completely. The bank however, 
reached out to Basotho SMMEs to 
give them hope and rebuild their 
companies.

During the height of the Covid 
when the whole world was engulfed 
by a state of uncertainty and 
businesses were failing to realise 
profits, the bank provided several 

B “There’s nothing wrong with 
staying small. You can do big 
things with a small team.”
-Jason Fried

“Great things in business 
are never done by one 
person.”
-Steve Jobs

NEO SENOKO

MASERU - Lesotho textile industry, the largest 
private sector employer, is under siege despite 
notably profiting from the African Growth and 

Opportunity Act (AGOA) over the years.
Dominated by the Asian and Chinese companies, the 

industry is failing to transfer skills to the local Basotho 
people, some of whom have been working in the industry 
since the signing of the AGOA pact in the year 2000. To 
date, only one garment factory is locally owned.

AGOA is a United States Trade Act, enacted in the 
year 2000 with the purpose to enhance market access 
to the US for qualifying Sub-Saharan African countries. 
Qualification is based on a set of conditions that includes 
respect for rule of law, human rights and core labor 
standards. Beneficiary countries should also not seek to 
undermine US foreign policy interests.

In Lesotho, the sector has ballooned as a result of 
this pact. With ongoing challenges between the country 
and the United States, AGOA’s extension which was set 
for October this year, hangs in the balance and if not 
extended, some of these Asian and Chinese firms are 
likely to close shop and seek greener pastures elsewhere. 

This because the female led industrial boom in 
Lesotho relies heavily on AGOA for its survival. These 
foreign operators are highly mobile, ready to jump ship as 
soon as AGOA does.

Without the import tax breaks, the country will not 
be competitive on US markets while the far smaller 
South African market accounts for just a small portion of 
production. 

Thousands of Basotho who have been working in the 
sector for long shall be left with little to no experience to 
further pursue opportunities in this sector once the firms 
jump ship.   

“If it happens we are going to suffer tremendously 
because these companies are failing intentionally to 
transfer the necessary skills to our people in order for 
them to pursue their own dreams and other opportunities 
in the industry. 

This is one of the things that have angered the 
United States in that China is benefiting from the AGOA 
agreement more than Lesotho while the aim was to assist 
the low income country to sustain economic challenges,” 
Maseru Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) 

Chairperson, Motseki Nkeane, said in an interview with 
Public Eye on Wednesday.

While the 50 percent reciprocal tariffs that were 
imposed on Lesotho have and other countries have been 
paused for a 90-day period, the trade war between the US 
and China has escalated. 

Currently, the only US reciprocal tariffs still in effect 
is the 125 percent tariff on Chinese goods, with President 
Donald Trump accusing China of “lack of respect” after it 
retaliated by saying it would impose tariffs of 84 percent 
on US imports just a weak after the US announced its 
reciprocal tariffs. 

He said one of the reasons United States is attacking 
Lesotho is because of the country’s relationship with 
China. Through AGOA, he said, they (China) are 
benefiting more through the textile industry which is 
supported by the US. 

“We all know that the relationship between the two 
countries is not good. So the US is not happy that they 
are benefiting through their program. The fact that these 
firms are failing to transfer skills to Basotho is another big 
challenge. 

We are getting very little from this deal while the rest 
of the money goes to these countries and that does not 
seat well with the United States,” Nkeane added.

Lesotho remains an established player in the global 
textile and garment industry. The country’s garment 
factories have made jeans for major American brands 
such as Levi’s and Wrangler in recent years. Clothes make 
up nearly three quarters of what Lesotho exports to the 
US. 

The country remains one of the largest Sub-Saharan 
exporter of garments to the US with an estimated 85 
percent of total exports.

Transfer of skills a 
challenge in textile

…as AGOA hangs in the balance  
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The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng

National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA

The Makhaleng 
dam will also be 

used for irrigation 
purposes so that the 

community could 
help fight hunger 

well-prepared. “On 
another issue, our 

egg circles that have 
not been operational 

in the district for 
quite a long time 

must be resuscitated
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Business in Qacha set to flourish
Business  

NEO SENOKO

MASERU - Business in Qacha’s 
Nek is set to boom, following the 
removal of electricity barriers 

that have been haunting the district for 
many years. 

For a long time, the district has 
been relying from electricity from the 
neighboring South Africa, and had to 
endure frequent load shedding, thus 
among others killing the progress of 
business enterprises in the area. 

Access to electricity is broadly 
recognized as an important factor in 
enterprise development as it unlocks 
a variety of energy services that can 
increase productivity and enable provision 
of new goods and services.

Thanks to the Lesotho Electricity 
Company (LEC), such challenges have 
been addressed, as the district is finally 
being connected to Lesotho’s national 
electricity grid.

A 33kV line passing through 
Qhoalinyane to Qacha’s Nek is expected to 
ensure electricity access to the area and do 
away with frequent load shedding.

“After years of relying on electricity 

from South Africa and enduring frequent 
load shedding, the district is finally being 
connected to Lesotho’s national electricity 
grid. The project has reached Qhoalinyane 
from Quthing, marking a major milestone 
in ensuring uninterrupted power supply 
for Qacha’s Nek, a true game changer for 
local development, service delivery, and 
economic opportunities,” LEC said in a 
statement this week. 

These developments come despite 

the continuous shutdown of the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Project tunnel system 
and ‘Muela Hydropower station for 
maintenance from October 2024. 

The ‘Muela hydroelectricity plant 
which is currently nonoperational is 
one of the primary energy suppliers of 
electricity in the country. Apart from that, 
the country imports electricity from South 
Africa as well as Mozambique to meet its 
electricity needs.

Meanwhile the utility company 
recently announced electricity tariff 
adjustments by 9.6286 percent per KWh 
as approved by the Lesotho Electricity and 
Water Authority (LEWA) for the financial 
year 2025/26.  

The company stated that the 
adjustments, which include customer and 
rural electrification levies are necessary to 
maintain the sustainability of electricity 
supply while ensuring affordability for all 

“After years of relying on electricity from South Africa and 
enduring frequent load shedding, the district is finally being 
connected to Lesotho’s national electricity grid. The project 
has reached Qhoalinyane from Quthing, marking a major 

milestone in ensuring uninterrupted power supply for Qacha’s 
Nek, a true game changer for local development, service 

delivery, and economic opportunities,” LEC said in a statement 
this week. 
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Recent aid cuts jeopardize 40% reduction 
in maternal mortality since 2000

HEALTH
SOPHIA SAMANTAROY and
HEALTH POLICY WATCH

Maternal mortality rates have 
dropped by 40 percent since 
2000, largely due to improved 

access to essential health services.  But 
WHO officials warn that the recent, 
deep cuts to international aid could be as 
disruptive as the Covid-19 pandemic, if not 
more so, to a woman’s chances of surviving 
pregnancy and childbirth.

And in 2023, more than a quarter 
million women still died from pregnancy 
and childbirth complications, according 
to a recent report on global maternal 
mortality released on World Health Day, 
which focused on maternal and new-born 
health.

That’s a death every two minutes.
“This is not just a medical failure,” 

said Dr Pascale Allotey, director of 
the WHO Department of Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Research, at the 
report’s launch. “It’s a failure of society.”

The report by UNICEF, WHO and the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) comes 
as the dismantling of most of USAID’s 
international health programmes, and 
other cuts to health and humanitarian aid 
send shockwaves through global health, 
forcing countries to roll back vital services 
for maternal, new-born and child health, 
the WHO said.

Without urgent action, fading 
attention, funding cuts, and humanitarian 
crises will jeopardize pregnant women in 
conflict settings – and make the persistent 
tragedy of maternal mortality “alarmingly 
high,” warned WHO officials convened at a 
press conference last week. 

Maternal mortality ratios by region. 
The Covid-19 pandemic caused an upsurge 
in deaths, particularly in 2021. This year’s 
report is also the first to delve into how the 
pandemic affected deaths from pregnancy-
related conditions.

“I hate to use the term ‘surviving’ 
pregnancy,” said Dr Bruce Aylward, WHO 
assistant director general for Universal 
Health Coverage and life course at a press 
conference. “But that’s what our reality is.”

The pandemic “shocked” health 
systems, said Aylward, meaning that 
many women could not access needed care 
for their pregnancies and deliveries.

As a result, more than 40 000 more 
women died in pregnancy and childbirth 
in 2021 (322 000) as compared to 2020 
(282 000) the report concludes, as the 
pandemic was gathering steam in low-
income regions such as Africa and South 
Asia.

The upsurge in deaths was partly 
linked to direct complications caused 
by Covid-19 during pregnancy, but not 
only that. There were also widespread 
interruptions to maternity services – due 
to the competing demands of the pandemic 
on hospital beds and healthcare workers, 
limitations on travel, and other factors 
limiting access to hospitals and primary 
healthcare services.

Severe bleeding, infections, 
preeclampsia and eclampsia, delivery 
complications, and unsafe abortions are 
the largest drivers of maternal mortality. 

Yet the spike in deaths during the 
pandemic was temporary. In 2022, the 
global MMR and number of maternal 
deaths were lower than they had been in 
the three years immediately prior to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the report notes.

Whether the disruptions now 
being experienced as a result of the 
broad funding cutbacks in international 
health assistance led by the United States, 
but also including the United Kingdom, 
will be as short-lived, remains to be seen. 

To date, aid cuts have already led 
to facility closures and loss of health 
workers, while also disrupting supply 
chains for supplies and medicines for the 
pregnancy complications, WHO said in a 
joint statement with UNICEF. 

“Global funding cuts to health services 
are putting more pregnant women at risk, 
especially in the most fragile settings, 
by limiting their access to essential care 
during pregnancy and the support they 
need when giving birth. The world must 
urgently invest in midwives, nurses, and 
community health workers to ensure 
every mother and baby has a chance to 
survive and thrive,” UNICEF Executive 
Director, Catherine Russell, said in the 
press statement. 

She added, “When a mother dies in 
pregnancy or childbirth, her baby’s life 
is also at risk. Too often, both are lost to 
causes we know how to prevent.”

Lead author Dr Jenny Cresswell also 
predicted a rise in unsafe abortions as one 
consequence of the recent funding cuts – 
which target reproductive health services, 
in particular.

“Any sudden disruptions will 
eventually lead to adverse outcomes,” she 
said.

US international assistance also 
“underpins” WHO’s ability to collect 
and analyse country data, and more 
importantly, support the “basic ability of 
a woman to survive during pregnancy,” 
Aylward noted at last week’s briefing. 

“The American people have been 
incredibly generous in the past 25 years – 
and share in the credit for progress so far. 
It makes a real difference” Aylward.

 This progress is now “at risk of 
disappearing.” 

And the most economically fragile 
countries are also the ones with the least 
ability to rapidly adjust to the abrupt 
funding halt, and are consequently at 
highest risk, he concluded.

The report gathers data from 195 
countries and territories, with a third of 
all countries having “very low” maternal 

mortality ratios (MMR). No country was 
rated as having an “extremely high” ratio 
for the first time, defined as the number of 
deaths per 100 000 live births. 

In 2000, nearly a million women died 
from pregnancy-related conditions. In 
2023, maternal morality had declined to 
260 000.  That represents a 40 percent 
decline in the rate of maternal deaths, 
as compared to live births per 100 000 
population.

And while the WHO pointed to 
these significant improvements since 
2000, “there is a huge unfinished agenda 
in which a quarter million women die 
trying to give life,” said Aylward.

The burden is not equal. Lower and 
middle income countries and countries 
caught in conflict are the places where the 
vast majority of maternal deaths occur – 
nine in ten in fact. 

Sub Saharan Africa did see the 
largest improvements over the past 
two decades. Even so, some 70 percent 
of maternal deaths still occur in that 
region, noted Cresswell. Globally, Chad, 
the Central African Republic (CAR), 
Nigeria, and Somalia face the highest 
burden of maternal mortality – along with 
Afghanistan.

Conflict zones are especially 
vulnerable to high rates of maternal 
mortality. Countries in conflict – such 
as Afghanistan, Somalia, and CAR – 
accounted for three in ten deaths. 

The maternal mortality ratio is 
“significantly higher” in conflict-affected 
areas (504 deaths per 100 000 live 
births) compared to non-conflict of non-
fragile settings (99 per 100 000 live 
births), the report notes.

Persistent social and economic 
inequalities underline uneven progress 
between regions. Post-2015, progress 
stalled in five regions: North Africa and 
Western Asia, Eastern and South-Eastern 
Asia, Oceania (excluding Australia and 
New Zealand), Europe and North America, 
and Latin America and the Caribbean.

“We cannot be complacent,” said 
Cresswell. 

“This is not just a medical failure – it 
is a failure of society,” said Dr Pascale 
Allotey of the WHO, referring to maternal 
mortality. A child is tested for malnutrition 
by a WHO healthcare provider.

The most important factor in healthy 
pregnancy outcomes is having a skilled 
attendant at the time of childbirth – most 
deaths occur around the time of delivery. 

Part of the remarkable progress seen 
in the past two decades is attributable to 
the upsurge in midwifery programmes, 
as well as in programmes targeted at 
reducing unsafe abortions, a major cause 
of complications.

“Having a skilled health worker in 
place is key, and we have seen positive 
progress, particularly in Sub Saharan 
Africa,” said Cresswell. “There is still 
work to be done. There are still too many 
women who are delivering without a 
skilled health provider.”

Also imperative is improved access to 
family planning services, and preventing 
underlying health conditions like 
anaemias, malaria and non-communicable 
diseases that increase pregnancy risks, 
the report notes. 

Allotey, from the department of sexual 
and reproductive health, also emphasized 
the role of access to comprehensive 
information throughout pregnancy. This 
means generally making sure girls stay 
in school and receive the knowledge and 
resources to protect their health.

“There are a whole range of preventive 
measures to make sure that women are 
safe,” she said. 

These include making sure the 
pregnancies are wanted, and therefore 
mothers are able to access better care, as 
well as political commitments.

In recent years, increased political 
support from African nations has begun 
to “move the needle” on maternal and child 
health. 

This year’s World Health Day 
theme “Healthy beginnings, hopeful 
futures,” aims to raise awareness on 
maternal and child health because “it is 
not okay for a woman to die trying to give 
birth,” said Aylward.

“While this report shows glimmers 
of hope, the data also highlights how 
dangerous pregnancy still is in much of 
the world today – despite the fact that 
solutions exist to prevent and treat the 
complications that cause the vast majority 
of maternal deaths,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General 
of WHO. 
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National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA
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KERRY CULLINAN and
Health Policy Watch

Amid bleak global economic and 
development aid trends, Africa’s 
Centres for Disease Control 

and Prevention (Africa CDC) is piloting 
innovative financing solutions and 
doubling down on efforts to get member 
states to invest more domestic funds in 
health.

A week ago, Africa CDC launched 
a new financing guide for member 
states and on Friday the continental 
body announced that it was starting 
to implement the first phase, which 
will focus on “updating national health 
financing plans in 30 countries, piloting 
innovative revenue mechanisms, and 
launching transparency dashboards.”

The strategy urges governments to 
allocate at least 15 percent of national 
budgets to health, as agreed by the 
2001 Abuja Declaration, which was 
adopted during another crisis: the HIV and 

Health

tuberculosis pandemics. Its proposals on 
innovative financing include “solidarity 
levies on airline tickets, alcohol, and 
mobile services, while exploring how 
Africa’s US$95 billion in annual diaspora 
remittances can support national health 
priorities”, according to the body. 

Finally, it proposes blended financing 
to “unlock public and private capital for 
critical investments in infrastructure, 
digital health, and local production of 
vaccines and medical supplies.”

Phase 2 (2026-2030) will scale 
successful approaches and aims to ensure 
that at least 20 countries can finance 50 
percent or more of their health budgets 
through sustainable domestic sources.

“Africa cannot continue outsourcing 
its health security,” said Dr Jean Kaseya, 
Director General of Africa CDC. 

“This strategy is not about aid - it’s 
about ownership. We are building a future 
where Africa invests in its people, drives 
its own health agenda, and responds to 
crises with speed, strength, and self-

reliance.” Meanwhile, at the Africa CDC 
briefing on Thursday, Professor Yap 
Boum, the Africa CDC’s deputy head of 
the Incident Management Support Team, 
reported that Uganda’s mpox outbreak is 
continuing to spread, increasing by 30 
percent in the past week (from 190 to 247 
confirmed cases).

Boum attributed the spread of Clade 1b 
to complex sexual networks, including sex 
workers with multiple daily clients.

“Mpox, specifically the Clade 1b strain, 
is sexually transmissible. Yesterday, 
Uganda’s incident manager informed us 
that there are sex workers who have up to 
10 clients per day,” said Boum.

“Sexual networks remain the key 
driver of the outbreak [in Uganda], with 
cases spreading in slums, semi-urban, and 
urban areas. Last week, Mbarara City and 
Masaka City accounted for 50 percent of 
daily incidence,” Boum noted.

Unlike the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), however, Uganda is 
managing to test all its suspected Mpox 

cases, 60 percent of which have been 
positive. Uganda has also faced Ebola and 
Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever (CCHF) 
outbreaks in the past month.

While mpox cases in the DRC 
decreased slightly over the past week, the 
burden is likely underestimated because 
of challenges with testing, which has been 
adversely affected by the withdrawal of 
US funding and conflict in North and South 
Kivu.

Kinshasa was also affected by 
torrential rains in the past week that 
resulted in the Limete Health Center and 
other health facilities being submerged 
under water, damaged roads and power 
and water outages across multiple health 
facilities in Kinshasa.

However, testing in the DRC has risen 
over the past week from 18.4 percent of 
suspected cases to 21.7, largely as a result 
of decentralised laboratory services. 
Three new Gene Xpert testing machines 
have been deployed and 26 laboratories are 
now functional.

Africa CDC to pilot new 
health financing options
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MEC supporters at Leshoboro Stadium in Mafeteng

Leader of MEC, Selibe Mochoboroane

The closed P&T Garments Factory in Mafeteng

National News

Mochoboroane promises to open 
closed factory in Mafeteng
STAFF REPORTER 

MASERU - P&T Garments 
located in Mafeteng will 
resume operations upon the 
completion of the Makhaleng 
dam, leader of the Movement for 
Economic Change (MEC), Selibe 
Mochoboroane has said.

He was addressing his 
followers on Sunday at a 
political rally that was held in 
the Qalabane constituency in 
Mafeteng. 

Mochoboroane who is also 
the Minister of Development 
Planning said the dam would be 
built in Mohale’s Hoek with the 
financial assistance of the World 
Bank and the European Union 
(EU).

As he is about to leave his 
cabinet position for the new 
government to be formed after 
the October 7 general elections, 
he said everything was in place 
for the construction of the dam to 
commence in January 2023. 

“Now a feasibility study and 
design of the dam have been 

completed,” he said, adding that 
the completion of the dam would 
be a breakthrough for the factory 
to resume its operations.

He said he conducted a 
research to establish the reason 
the factory was shut down in 
the first place, leaving scores 
jobless and hundreds trapped in 
wretched poverty.

“My findings revealed that 
the district of Mafeteng does not 
have enough water to get the 
factory up and running in full 
swing,” he said.

Upon completion of the dam, 
water woes in the southern 
districts of Mafeteng, Mohale’s 
Hoek and Quthing will be a thing 
of the past. 

“I no longer want to hear any 
stories of the firm not operating 
after the completion of the dam,” 
Mochoboroane said.

This is, after the people of 
Mafeteng demanded to know 
as to what the minister was 
planning to do with the factory 
that was shut down in 2010. 

The community complained 

about wallowing in virulent 
poverty as there are no jobs in 
the district to put bread on their 
table.

About 2 300 people directly 
lost their jobs when that factory 
closed its doors to business over 
12 years ago. 

Mochoboroane said the 
people of Mafeteng have to work 
in that firm and refrain from 
relocating to other districts in 
search of job opportunities.

He said he would leave his 
office a contend man knowing 
that his plan to supply water to 
the district was in the pipeline. 

“The Makhaleng dam will 
also be used for irrigation 
purposes so that the community 
could help fight hunger well-
prepared. “On another issue, 
our egg circles that have not 
been operational in the district 
for quite a long time must be 
resuscitated,” he said, adding 
that the chicken slaughter house 
that has also been dysfunctional 
for years should be put back to 
use.

Mochoboroane said producers 
have to know where to take their 
produce to earn a good living.

“There should be market for 
their products in the district,” he 
said, adding that the value chain 
should also be enhanced with 
local products. - LeNA

The Makhaleng 
dam will also be 

used for irrigation 
purposes so that the 

community could 
help fight hunger 

well-prepared. “On 
another issue, our 

egg circles that have 
not been operational 

in the district for 
quite a long time 

must be resuscitated
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SPORTS
Sundowns stay top, Chiefs 
continue to struggle

Sundowns players celebrate a goal

The weekend action in the DStv 
Premiership saw champions Mamelodi 
Sundowns retain top spot on the log, while 
heavyweights Kaizer Chiefs continue to 
struggle after they could only draw 1-1 
away to Marumo Gallants in the lone match 
played on Sunday.

Bahlabane Ba Ntwa looked on course 
for a first victory of the season thanks to 
Mahlatse Makudubela’s early strike at the 
Royal Bafokeng Stadium, but a red card for 
the hosts’ Ismael Toure and a late equaliser 
from the Amakhosi’s Zitha Kwinika 
ensured the spoils were shared.

The result extended Gallants' winless 
start to the season to seven games and 
saw them rise to 15th, while Chiefs are just 

two points and one position better off after 
registering a third straight league match 
without a victory.

The round opened on Friday evening 
with SuperSport United recording a 
third successive win, as they defeated 
Maritzburg United 2-1 away from home 
thanks to second-half strikes from 
defenders Thatayaone Ditlhokwe and 
Onismor Bhasera.

Saturday afternoon featured 2-1 away 
wins for Chippa United and Stellenbosch 
FC over AmaZulu and Swallows FC 
respectively, before a brace from Zakhele 
Lepasa took Orlando Pirates back to 
winning form, as they defeated TS Galaxy 
2-0 at the Orlando Stadium.

That result took the Buccaneers to the 
top of the standings, but they were soon 
pushed back down to second spot when 
Saturday’s night game brought a 2-1 win 
for leaders Mamelodi Sundowns at home to 
Golden Arrows.

The Brazilians recorded back-to-back 
league wins for the first time this season 
thanks to a first-half strike from Peter 
Shalulile and a second-half own goal from 
Arrows defender Siyavuya Ndlovu. 

Abafana Bes’thende levelled the game 
in-between via Pule Mmodi, but were 
ultimately outclassed in their search for a 
third straight win.

The DStv Premiership will resume 
next weekend, 17-18 September, with a 

slate of six matches, headlined by Kaizer 
Chiefs hosting SuperSport United and 
AmaZulu visiting Mamelodi Sundowns.

WEEKEND RESULTS

Friday 9 September
Maritzburg United 1-2 SuperSport United

Saturday 10 September
AmaZulu 1-2 Chippa UnitedSwallows FC 
1-2 Stellenbosch FCOrlando Pirates 2-0 
TS GalaxyMamelodi Sundowns 2-1 Golden 
Arrows
Sunday 11 September
Marumo Gallants 1-1 Kaizer Chiefs 
DStv Premiership News

Dream all-South African 
Champions League final at risk 
after Mamelodi Sundowns draw

HERMAN GIBBS 

After Mamelodi Sundowns failed 
to capitalise on home-ground 
advantage over the weekend, a 

dream all-South African CAF Champions 
League final hangs in the balance.

Sundowns and Egypt’s record 14-time 
title holders Al Ahly cancelled each other 
out in a tense 0-0 draw in the first leg of 
their CAF Champions League semi-final at 
Loftus Versfeld Stadium in Pretoria.

The stalemate has set the stage for a 
thrilling return fixture on Friday night 
at the Cairo International Stadium (6pm 
kick-off).

Al Ahly are unbeaten at home in the 
CAF Champions League since 2021, and 
will fancy their chances of securing a 
place in the final as they chase a record-
extending 15th continental crown.

On Saturday, both teams demonstrated 
their tactical prowess, with Sundowns 
managing only a solitary shot on target.

Al Ahly had two goals controversially 
ruled out for offside after viewing VAR, 
alongside striking the post.

Miguel Cardoso, the Sundowns coach, 
has maintained a positive outlook despite 
their first-leg defeat.

He said the tie was far from over, and 
his players have what it takes to perform 
in challenging conditions.

“I still believe we can beat Al Ahly 
because we didn’t lose to them in this 
match. There is a lot to be played for 

still, and we can do that out of belief and 
capacity for what we can put on the pitch,” 
said Cardoso.

“We are going there and expecting a 
different match. “Whoever goes through, 
the other team will not be happy. But 
whoever goes through will be strong 
because these are the two best teams in 
Africa. “One will suffer in the end, but I 
hope we can be strong enough to cope. I 
believe we can cope, considering how we 
coped in Tunisia in different conditions.

“We believe in our team and the ability 
to upset anyone, especially looking ahead 
to the second leg.”

Although he was disappointed with 
the stalemate, the outcome was a personal 
triumph for Marcel Koller, who became the 
first Al Ahly coach to record a clean sheet 
against the Brazilians in South Africa.

After the match, Koller said he was 
disappointed to see technology deny them 
a crucial away goal, but admits it was the 
right call.

“We didn’t allow the opponent to 
control the game. We are fully aware that 
this match represents only half of the 
current stage,” said Koller.

“There’s still another half to be played 
in Cairo, and we must stay highly focused 
in the second leg to reach the final.

“Possession is not important if it 
doesn’t lead to any benefit. Al Ahly created 
several chances, and one of them hit the 
crossbar.

“We were more dangerous overall. 

We succeeded in playing with a great 
organisation.” Koller has sent a clear 
message to Sundowns for the return 
fixture.

He said Al Ahly will adopt a more 
aggressive strategy to overturn the 
current stalemate. “We know the point 
(what is required) - we have not scored a 
goal. In Cairo, we must score two goals. 
We know that.

“In the beginning, I said only the 
halftime is over. We have another halftime 
of the game, and we should have 100% 
concentration in Cairo,” said the Swiss-

born Koller.
But Sundowns will hope that 

talismanic figure Themba Zwane will 
inspire them to victory in Cairo.

The 35-year-old made his return to 
the team in the first leg after a long injury 
layoff, and came on in the second half to 
a warm welcome from the Masandawana 
fans. 

Perhaps Cardoso should utilise the 
Bafana Bafana stalwart, who signed a 
contract extension just last week, in the 
starting XI on Friday to help unlock the Al 
Ahly defence.


